
From One parent to You… 
I still remember the day that I got that unforgettable call. The 
phone call that would change my life. It came from my son’s 
fourth grade teacher. She reached out one afternoon to ask me 
to consider starting up a Future Problem Solving (FPS) team at 
our school. The teacher felt that my middle son, who was in her 
class, would do well with FPS and greatly benefit from the 
program. I had been actively involved for years at our grade 
school including with the academic team; however, I did not 
know anything about FPS. She explained to me that FPS 
fostered development in important areas of learning like 
creative writing, futuristic thinking, reading comprehension, and 
positive collaboration with fellow students. Although it sounded 
interesting, I was initially hesitant to sign on because I was a 
parent and pharmacist by trade, I had never formally taught 
children. I didn’t have any experience with how to work with 
students and how to help them become better writers, critical 
thinkers, and time managers. Plus, I didn’t even know how to 
get started. After hanging up, I talked about it with Griffin, my 
fourth-grade son. After our interaction, I knew I had to give it a 
try. Seeing his enthusiasm and desire to be a part of such a 
team, I decided to make the commitment. In looking back, I’m 
extremely glad I did. 

Fast forward eight years and I’m still coaching. I love it. I am 
also a state trainer in Kentucky. I cherish every minute of being 
a part of FPS and feel lucky to have the opportunity to be a part 

Melinda Gould and son, Griffin— 
former FPS-er and future FPS coach! 

of such a wonderful program. Fortunately, I have had the pleasure of coaching at all levels - junior, middle, 
and senior divisions. I currently coach at the high school level. My youngest son Carson is a sophomore 
and is part of our team. It has been a great way to spend time with my kids and their classmates doing 
something unique, rewarding, and fun. This year our students were runners up at International Conference 
in Global Issues Problem Solving. A few years ago, they were the first Kentucky senior division team to win 
first place in Presentation of the Action Plan. Through FPS, I have worked with the most inspiring students. I 
have laughed, learned, traveled, made many friends and amazing memories. My family and I have also 
become more aware of global issues and what roles we can play in helping make a difference. I feel we 
have grown in how to be better citizens and stewards of the environment as well. Continued 
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I am very appreciative that my boys and I have shared 
this program together for so long. Griffin even called me 
yesterday to tell me how much he is using the FPS 
creative process in a student leadership program that he 
is involved with at his college. He and his team are 
currently working to help students on campus cope with 
stress. They wrote up their main goal on Saturday in the 
format of an underlying problem and are currently 
working on their action plan. Pretty cool! That made me 
even more thankful for our time involved with FPS. I feel 
blessed that his problem-solving skills are continuing to 
be put into action to make life better for those around 
him. He also attended our state’s conference this past 
week in the hopes of helping me coach this year. I love 
to hear how Griffin and my other former students 
continue to use their problem-solving skills in their daily 

lives. He also hopes to one day be a state trainer and to 
coach his own team.

I would encourage anyone who loves to learn, interact with 
incredible students and families, and make precious memories to get involved with FPS. It’s life-changing. 
I feel fortunate that our affiliate has always been very supportive, and I am thankful for so many wonderful, 
selfless mentors who have blessed my life like Brenda Darnell, Pam Burton, and Brenda Porter. Each one 
has willingly answered my endless questions and helped me grow as a coach. I would not be where I am 
today without their kindness, time, and guidance. I hope I can pay it all forward to others wanting to get 
involved with the program.

So, to all the parents out there on the fence, I encourage you to find out how you can get involved and 
start an FPS program at your school! I guarantee you will be glad you did.  

~ Melinda Gould, Kentucky parent, trainer and enthusiastic FPS supporter~

Carson Gould hard at work researching the 
next FPS topic!

To be in your children’s memory tomorrow, 
you have to be in their lives today! 

~ Anonymous ~ 



Another Parent’s Perspective… 
Wow!  What an incredible journey I have taken with Future Problem Solving serving as my mentor and guide. 
Yes, the FPS Program International has been a “trusted friend” since 1991 when my daughter’s elementary 
school needed an FPS coach.  Although I did not actually volunteer to be the coach that year, I did each year 
after 1991 to  2007 even when career paths changed.  The one constant I had was being the coach for FPS 
in our school district.  

I have traveled to many states to compete with my children, 
Jenna and Josh, and other students: Colorado, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Rhode Island, Indiana, Iowa, Connecticut, 
Georgia, and Massachusetts  just to name a few.  I say 
without hesitation that being associated with Future Problem 
Solving and the International Program as a parent volunteer 
has been the most challenging and rewarding career choice 
that I have ever made.  I knew this was something special 
and I wanted to learn as much as I could.  I attended a 
coaches and evaluators training in Texas in the summer of 
1992.  The following year I became one of 30 FPS trainers 
for the state Kentucky to help other coaches and evaluator 
understand the FPS creative process.  

My daughter’s first year (1990) in Future Problem Solving 
was one of “unknowns” and challenges.   Neither of us 
understood the creative process and how to apply it to the 
competition setting.  But through hard work and practice, we 
both learned about working with each other and the team.  
The school Jenna attended had one classroom per grade.  It 
was a challenge to get everyone together because my FPS 
practice time competed with dance, football, basketball, 
soccer, Boy and Girl Scouts, theater club, etc.   I needed a 
practice time for FPS without so many conflicts.  After 
meeting with the parents of the team, the best time was Sunday afternoons from 1-3 PM at my home.  The 
team and parents were making a commitment to that practice time…and it worked!  For the next 16 years, 
once we started FPS team practices until we were finished at the competition of the last competition, we met 
in my home because we were not permitted to practice at the school on Sunday.  When my youngest son, 
Josh, was in the 6th grade, practices started at 1:00 PM for the Seniors, 2:30 PM for the Middle Grades and 
4:00 PM for the Juniors.  Those were the best days!  

I witnessed changes in my children and the other students each year in their problem-solving skill sets.  At 
the beginning of the topic discussions, their knowledge levels increased from knowing almost nothing about a 
topic to becoming what I called, “mini experts.”  I recall taking an information-gathering trip to the local bank 
to talk about the topic, Cashless Society with my Junior team in 1997.  After the banker made his brief 
presentation, we sat down in his office and he asked if there were any questions.  Josh immediately asked 
how often the back changed the security codes?  The banker looked at me and grinned.  Fortunately, the 
banker knew we were not gathering information to rob the bank, but the questions continued about security, 
employee background checks, credit cards, smart cards. checks, fraud, and the Internet which was the 
futuristic concept that housed the “information superhighway” online.  And, for my children and teams, this 
was “so cool.”  Security measures that were discussed years ago have evolved into the biometrics we use 
today.           Continued
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Teaching my children how to research a topic, 
organization skills, teamwork, acceptance of others and 
their beliefs, journalistic and persuasive writing 
techniques, creative and futuristic thinking and so many 
other things became cherished time and memories for 
me.  In 1997 both of my children and the middle grades 
teams (all three divisions) won the FPS Kentucky State 
competitions and traveled to the University of Michigan 
and competed on the topic, Increasing Life Span.  

I have worked as a registered nurse, accounts 
receivable clerk, high school athletic director and 
substitute teacher before beginning my final career of 
Program Director for Kentucky.  The greatest gift we 
can give to our children is working through problems.  
That is what this program has given to my children and 
the numerous others that I have coached and served 
as their program director.  Because of FPS, I am 
blessed!  

~ Brenda Darnell, FPS parent, Kentucky Affiliate 
Director, and passionate FPS supporter~ 

Did You Know? 
• The Future Problem Solving Program was established in 1974 by renowned

creativity expert, Dr. E. Paul Torrance, in Athens, Georgia
• There are currently 37 U.S. states that participate in FPSPI
• There are currently 20 foreign countries that participate in FPSPI
• Students in grades 4 through adult may participate
• It is estimated that over 250,000 students participate in some way annually across

the globe




